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Levels of Government in Australia   Text Version
National

Australia has ONE national Parliament. The Federal government and parliament are responsible for matters such as:

· Defence
· Trade and Commerce

· Communications 

· International Relations

· Quarantine  

· Immigration 

· Currency

as well as providing funding for social services, education, health, transport and many other matters.
State and Territory

There are SIX states and TWO Territories. State and Territory governments and parliaments are responsible for matters such as:

· Energy and Water Resources

· Local Government

· Health 

· Police and Emergency Services

· Planning

· Agriculture

· Education

· Environment 

· Roads and Railways

Local Government

There are about 565 local governments in Australia. NSW has 152 Councils.  Local Councils are responsible for matters such as:

· Waste Collection 

· Local Planning

· Libraries 

· Parks

· Sports Facilities

· Local Roads 

· Local Health Inspection
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